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1
APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
RECONSTRUCTING SUPER-RESOLUTION
THREE-DIMENSIONAL IMAGE FROM
DEPTH IMAGE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the priority benefit of Korean
Patent Application No. 10-2012-0114818, filed on Oct. 16,
2012, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclo-
sure of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Example embodiments ofthe following disclosure relate to
an apparatus and method for reconstructing a super-resolu-
tion three-dimensional (3D) image from a depth image, and
more particularly, to technology for generating a super-reso-
Iution/super-precision 3D image, by relocating an error point
using, for example, a matched color or ambient depth shape
information to reduce an error in a boundary area, determin-
ing a super-resolution performance area of the depth image,
and determining a density of a pixel to be inserted in a form in
which a weight is assigned to a difference inavalue of z, in the
determined super-resolution performance area.

2. Description of the Related Art

In image processing, a three-dimensional (3D) image may
be reconstructed from a two-dimensional (2D) depth image
using a depth image processing process.

In the depth image processing process, noise points occur-
ring around a boundary of an object or forming a large angle
with a camera, for example, may be removed from a depth
image, and the depth image without the noise points may be
used to reconstruct the 3D image.

When a reflected infrared reflectance (IR) value at a posi-
tion at which pieces of depth information differ is used for
depth calculation, the value may bring about an error. Accord-
ingly, removing the noise points may result in resolution
deterioration, or shape distortion, and the like. In addition,
holes may be represented in a final 3D image to be recon-
structed.

In addition, in a widely used super-resolution process, a 2D
super-resolution may be performed with respect to a depth
image. Accordingly, the super-resolution may fail to be per-
formed sufficiently with respect to a surface of an object
inclined in a z direction, and holes may be generated.

Accordingly, there is a need for an improvement upon the
reconstructing of a 3D image from a depth image using a
super-resolution operation.

SUMMARY

The foregoing and/or other aspects are achieved by provid-
ing an apparatus for reconstructing an image, the apparatus
including an error point relocation processing unit to relocate
an error point in a depth image, and a super-resolution pro-
cessing unit to reconstruct a 3D image by performing a super-
resolution with respect to the depth image in which the error
point is relocated.

The error point relocation processing unit may relocate an
error point positioned within a predetermined distance from
an object boundary in the depth image.

The error point relocation processing unit may determine a
point to be the error point when a difference between a depth
value of the point and a depth value of a pixel in a predeter-
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mined section of the depth image is greater than or equal to a
predetermined threshold value.

The error point relocation processing unit may identify one
of'a foreground point set and a background point set as a point
set adjacent to the error point, and may relocate the error point
to the identified adjacent point set.

The super-resolution processing unit may perform a super-
resolution with respect to different points, based on depth
values of the different points in the depth image.

The super-resolution processing unit may perform the
super-resolution, by adjusting a number of pixels to be
inserted between two-dimensional (2D) coordinates of the
different points, based on the depth values.

The super-resolution processing unit may determine a first
unit point set included in the depth image and arranged within
the depth image.

The super-resolution processing unit may determine the
first unit point set including at least one point among fore-
ground points and background points arranged in the depth
image.

The super-resolution processing unit may perform a super-
resolution with respect to a section of the depth image to be
identified as the first unit point set when only the foreground
points or only the background points are included in the
determined first unit point set.

The super-resolution processing unit may additionally
determine an adjacent second unit point set when a back-
ground point and a plurality of foreground points are included
in the determined first unit point set.

The super-resolution processing unit may perform a super-
resolution with respect to a portion of the section in the depth
image to be identified as the first unit point set, and the
adjacent second unit point set additionally determined.

The super-resolution processing unit may perform a super-
resolution with respect to an area identified through at least
one foreground and included in the first unit point set and the
adjacent second unit point set additionally determined.

The super-resolution processing unit may omit performing
of a super-resolution with respect to a section of the depth
image to be identified as the first unit point set when a single
foreground point is included in the determined first unit point
set.

The foregoing and/or other aspects are achieved by provid-
ing a method of reconstructing a super-resolution 3D image,
the method including relocating an error point in a depth
image, and reconstructing a 3D image by performing a super-
resolution with respect to the depth image in which the error
point is relocated.

The relocating may include determining a point to be the
error point when a difference between a depth value of the
point and a depth value of a pixel in a predetermined section
of'the depth image is greater than or equal to a predetermined
threshold value, identifying one of a foreground point set and
a background point set as a point set adjacent to the error
point, and relocating the error point to the identified adjacent
point set.

The reconstructing may include performing a super-reso-
Iution operation with respect to different points, based on
depth values of the different points in the depth image.

The reconstructing may include determining a first unit
point set included in the depth image and arranged within the
depth image, and performing a super-resolution with respect
to a section of the depth image to be identified as the first unit
point set when only the foreground points or only the back-
ground points are included in the determined first unit point
set.
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The reconstructing may include determining a first unit
point set included in the depth image and arranged within the
depth image, additionally determining an adjacent second
unit point set when a background point and a plurality of
foreground points are included in the determined first unit
point set, and performing a super-resolution with respect to a
portion of the section of the depth image to be identified as the
first unit point set, and the adjacent second unit point set
additionally determined.

The foregoing and/or other aspects are achieved by provid-
ing a method for image processing, the method including:
relocating an identified error point in a depth image; deter-
mining a super-resolution performance area of the depth
image; and performing a super-resolution operation with
respect to the super-resolution performance area.

Further, whether the super-resolution performance area is
to be extended may be determined.

A point may be identified as the error point when a differ-
ence between a depth value of the point and a depth value of
a pixel in a predetermined section of the depth image is
greater than or equal to a predetermined threshold value.

The super-resolution performance area may be extended
by additionally determining a second unit point set adjacent
to a first unit point set.

Additional aspects of embodiments will be set forth in part
in the description which follows and, in part, will be apparent
from the description, or may be learned by practice of the
disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and/or other aspects will become apparent and more
readily appreciated from the following description of
embodiments, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings of which:

FIG. 1 illustrates an apparatus for reconstructing a super-
resolution three-dimensional (3D) image, according to
example embodiments;

FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate an example of comparing a
depth image, and a depth image in which an error point is
relocated, according to example embodiments;

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of relocating an error point,
according to example embodiments;

FIGS. 4A through 7 illustrate various types of unit points,
and a super-resolution at each unit point, according to
example embodiments; and

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary method of
reconstructing a super-resolution 3D image, according to
example embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to embodiments,
examples of which are illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein like reference numerals refer to the like ele-
ments throughout. Embodiments are described below to
explain the present disclosure by referring to the figures.

When it is determined that a detailed description is related
to a related known function or configuration which may make
the purpose of the present disclosure unnecessarily ambigu-
ous in the description, such detailed description will be omit-
ted. Also, terminologies used herein are defined to appropri-
ately describe the exemplary embodiments, and thus, may be
changed depending on a user, the intent of an operator, or a
custom. Accordingly, the terminologies must be defined
based on the following overall description of this specifica-
tion.
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FIG. 1 illustrates a super-resolution 3D image reconstruct-
ing apparatus 100 (hereinafter, the apparatus 100) for recon-
structing a super-resolution three-dimensional (3D) image,
according to example embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 1, the apparatus 100 may include an error
point relocation processing unit 110 and a super-resolution
processing unit 120. Each of the error point relocation pro-
cessing unit 110 and the super-resolution processing unit 120
may include at least one processing device.

The error point relocation processing unit 110 may relocate
an error point in a depth image.

For example, the error point relocation processing unit 100
may locate noise points occurring in a photographed low-
resolution depth image to a corresponding foreground area or
a corresponding background area, rather than removing the
noise points.

In particular, the error point relocation processing unit 110
may relocate the noise points using a matched color or ambi-
ent depth shape information, thereby reducing an error in a
boundary area.

Further, the error point relocation processing unit 110 may
identify a point as being an error point.

In order to identify an error point, the error point relocation
processing unit 110 may determine a point to be the error
point when a difference between a depth value of the point
and a depth value of a pixel in a predetermined section of the
depth image is greater than or equal to a predetermined
threshold value. This method of determining a point to be the
error point is an example, and thus, the present disclosure is
not limited thereto.

For example, a point having a depth value differing greatly
from depth values of ambient pixels may be determined to be
the error point.

The error point relocation processing unit 110 may relocate
an error point positioned within a predetermined distance
from an object boundary in the depth image.

The error point relocation processing unit 110 may identify
one of a foreground point set and a background point set as a
point set adjacent to the error point. In addition, the error point
relocation processing unit 110 may relocate the error point to
the identified adjacent point set.

Depending on embodiments, the error point may be
replaced with a value of z of a z axis or an approximate value
in a direction of a value not corresponding to a closest orphan,
for example, a value not corresponding to an error. In this
instance, values of x and y may be changed in proportion to a
change in the value of z. In addition, when a color or an
intensity value is present, a weight may be reflected in deter-
mining the approximate value of z.

Herein, the term “foreground point” may be construed as a
point having a depth value identified as being less than or
equal to a predetermined criterion, and the term “background
point” may be construed as a point having a depth value
identified as being greater than the predetermined criterion.

Moreover, the super-resolution processing unit 120 may
reconstruct a 3D image by performing a super-resolution
operation with respect to the depth image in which the error
point is relocated.

The super-resolution processing unit 120 may perform a
super-resolution operation with respect to different points,
based on depth values of the different points in the depth
image.

For example, the super-resolution processing unit 120 may
perform the super-resolution operation by adjusting a number
of pixels to be inserted between two-dimensional (2D) coor-
dinates of the different points, based on the depth values.
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In particular, when a difference between depth values is
relatively great, in spite of a distance between the 2D coordi-
nates (e.g. X and y coordinates) being relatively short, an
actual distance on a z axis may be determined to be relatively
long. Accordingly, a number of pixels to be inserted between
the 2D coordinates may be increased.

The super-resolution processing unit 120 may determine a
unit point set in order to determine a super-resolution perfor-
mance area before the super-resolution operation is per-
formed with respect to the depth image.

The super-resolution processing unit 120 may determine a
first unit point set included in the depth image, and arranged
in a form of a lattice within the depth image.

Herein, as an example, for ease of description, a unit point
set may be construed as a set including four foreground points
or background points included in a lattice, however, the
present disclosure is not limited thereto.

In particular, in order to determine the super-resolution
performance area before the super-resolution is performed
with respect to the depth image, the first unit point set iden-
tified based on points represented on x and y coordinates may
be classified into four types. The super-resolution perfor-
mance area may be determined using the four types, for
example. Notably, the present disclosure is not limited to the
four types, discussed below.

The four types of the first unit point set may be classified as
follows.

The four types may include a case A in which all points
included in the first unit point set correspond to foreground
points or background points, a case B in which a single
background point is included in the first unit point set, a case
C in which two background points are included in the first unit
point set, and a case D in which three background points are
included in the first unit point set.

With respect to the case A, the super-resolution processing
unit 120 may perform a weighted super-resolution which is a
subsequent operation, with respect to all regions in an area
identified as the first unit point set.

For example, the super-resolution processing unit 120 may
determine a first unit point set including at least one point
among foreground points and background points arranged in
aform ofa lattice within the depth image, to be a unit point set
of the case A.

All regions in the area identified as the first unit point set
may be determined to be the super-resolution performance
area.

In this instance, for example, the super-resolution opera-
tion may be performed with respect to a section of the depth
image identified as the first unit point set when only the
foreground points or only the background points are included
in the determined first unit point set.

With respect to the case B and the case C, the super-
resolution processing unit 120 may additionally determine a
second unit point set adjacent to the first unit point set, rather
than determining the super-resolution performance area for
performing the super-resolution.

For example, the super-resolution processing unit 120 may
additionally determine the adjacent second unit point set
when a background point and a plurality of foreground points
are included in the determined first unit point set.

In particular, when two or three foreground points are
included in the first unit point set, the super-resolution pro-
cessing unit 120 may additionally determine the adjacent
second unit point set.
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When three background points are included in the second
unit point set additionally determined, the super-resolution
processing unit 120 may suspend a task for determining an
adjacent point set.

The super-resolution processing unit 120 may determine a
region identified as foreground points included in the first unit
set and the second unit set to be the super-resolution perfor-
mance area.

In particular, the super-resolution processing unit 120 may
perform the super-resolution operation with respect to a por-
tion of the section within the depth image identified as the first
unit point set, and the adjacent second unit point set addition-
ally determined.

With respect to the case D in which three background
points are included in the first unit point set, the super-reso-
Iution processing unit 120 may exclude the first unit point set
from the super-resolution performance area. Accordingly, the
super-resolution processing unit 120 may omit performing of
the super-resolution with respect to the first unit point set in
case D.

In particular, with respect to the case A and the case D, the
super-resolution processing unit 120 may choose between
performing of the super-resolution operation or omitting of
the super-resolution operation, rather than separately per-
forming an additional task for determining the super-resolu-
tion performance area.

However, with respect to the case B and the case C, the
super-resolution processing unit 120 may be required to
determine a predetermined portion of the section identified as
the first unit point set to be the super-resolution performance
area.

In the determining of the predetermined portion of the
section identified as the first unit point set to be the super-
resolution performance area, the super-resolution processing
unit 120 may additionally determine a second unit point set
adjacent to the first unit point set. Accordingly, the super-
resolution operation may be performed on at least a portion of
the first unit point set and the second unit point set.

The super-resolution processing unit 120 may determine a
density of a pixel to be inserted in a form in which a weight is
assigned to a difference in a value of z, in the determined
super-resolution performance area.

By performing a sufficient super-resolution operation with
respect to a surface of an object inclined in a z direction,
generation of holes in a 3D image to be reconstructed may be
prevented.

FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate an example of comparing a
depth image, and a depth image in which an error point is
relocated according to example embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 2A, a view 210 may correspond to a
low-resolution depth image photographed by a depth camera.
The view 210 may include noise points 211, for example,
having depth values absolutely differing from depth values of
ambient pixels.

According to the art, the noise points 211 generated in a
boundary portion of an object may be simply removed. As
such, issues, for example, resolution deterioration, shape dis-
tortion, generation of holes, and the like, may be caused,
thereby causing error in the 3D image.

However, an error point relocation processing unit 110,
according to example embodiments of the present disclosure,
may relocate the noise points 211 to a corresponding fore-
ground area or a corresponding background area, as shown in
aview 220 of FIG. 2B, rather than removing the noise points
211 generated in the boundary portion of the object.

Accordingly, the error point relocation processing unit 110
may arrange an area 221 so that an area in which the noise
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points 211 are included may have a depth value similar to the
depth values of the ambient pixels, thereby preventing such
issues, for example, resolution deterioration, shape distor-
tion, generation of holes, and the like.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of relocating an error point
330, according to example embodiments.

An error point relocation processing unit 110 according to
example embodiments may determine a point as being the
error point 330 when a difference between a depth value of the
point and a depth value of a pixel in a predetermined section
of'a depth image is greater than or equal to a predetermined
threshold value.

The error point relocation processing unit 110 may relocate
the error point 330 to a background point set 310 or a fore-
ground point set 320, instead of removing the error point 330,
thereby preventing distortion issues, for example.

In this instance, the error point relocation processing unit
110 may identify one of the background point set 310 and the
foreground point set 320 as a point set adjacent to the error
point 330.

In particular, the error point relocation processing unit 110
may calculate a shortest distance 340 between the error point
330 and the background point set 310, and may calculate a
shortest distance 350 between the error point 330 and the
foreground point set 320.

The error point relocation processing unit 110 may com-
pare the shortest distance 340 to the shortest distance 350.

Due to the shortest distance 350 being determined to be
shorter than the shortest distance 340 as a result of the com-
parison, the error point relocation processing unit 110 may
determine that the error point 330 is generated from the fore-
ground point set 320.

Accordingly, the error point relocation processing unit 110
may relocate the error point 330 to the foreground point set
320.

In this instance, the error point relocation processing unit
110 may relocate the error point 330 to a vicinity of a fore-
ground point 360 closest to the error point 330 in the fore-
ground point set 320.

Accordingly, generation of 3D holes in a 3D image to be
reconstructed may be prevented because error points are relo-
cated instead of removed, and an error in the boundary portion
may be reduced.

FIGS. 4A through 7 illustrate various types of unit points,
and a super-resolution at each unit point, according to
example embodiments.

A super-resolution processing unit 120, according to
example embodiments of the present disclosure, may deter-
mine a super-resolution performance area before a super-
resolution is performed with respect to a depth image. Fur-
ther, the super-resolution processing unit 120 may determine
a density of a pixel to be inserted by assigning a weight to a
difference in a value of z in the determined super-resolution
performance area, thereby generating a 3D image with an
increased quality.

In order to determine the super-resolution performance
area, the super-resolution processing unit 120 may classify
four point sets on X, y coordinates into four types of unit point
sets, and may determine the super-resolution performance
area using the classified unit point sets. The use of four types
of unit point sets is exemplary, and thus, the present disclo-
sure is not limited thereto.

In particular, in order to determine the super-resolution
performance area before the super-resolution is performed
with respect to the depth image, a first unit point set identified
based on points represented on X, y coordinates may be clas-
sified into four types, and may determine the super-resolution
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performance area using the four types. Again, these fourtypes
discussed above are exemplary.

The four types of the first unit point set may be classified as
follows.

As shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B, a case in which all points
included in a first unit point set 410 correspond to foreground
points, or a case in which all points included in a first unit
point set 420 correspond to background points may be clas-
sified as a case A.

In the case A, an apparatus for reconstructing a super-
resolution 3D image, for example, apparatus 100 of FIG. 1,
may choose between performing of the super-resolution or
omitting of the super-resolution, rather than separately per-
forming an additional task for determining the super-resolu-
tion performance area.

For example, with respect to the case A, when all of the
points included in the first unit point set 410 correspond to
foreground points, the super-resolution operation may be per-
formed with respect to an area identified as a foreground point
included in the first unit point set 410, using another fore-
ground point.

In particular, the apparatus 100 may determine the area
identified as the foreground point included in the first unit
point set 410 to be the super-resolution performance area.

In addition, with respect to the case A, when all of the
points included in the first unit point set 420 correspond to
background points, the super-resolution may be performed
with respect to an area identified as a background point
included in the first unit point set 420, using another back-
ground point.

In particular, the apparatus 100 may determine the area
identified as the background point included in the first unit
point set 420 to be the super-resolution performance area.

As shown in FIG. 5A, a case in which a single background
point is included in a first unit point set 510 may be classified
as a case B.

In addition, as shown in FIG. 5B, a case in which two
background points are included in a first unit point set 520
may be classified as a case C.

The apparatus 100 may delay performing of a super-reso-
Iution operation with respect to the case B and the case C. In
particular, with respect to the case B and the case C, the
apparatus 100 may additionally determine a second unit point
set adjacent to the first unit point set 510 or 520, rather than
determining an area identified as the foreground point
included in the first unit point set 410, for example, to be the
super-resolution performance area for performing the super-
resolution.

FIG. 6A illustrates an example of additionally determining
a second unit point set 620 adjacent to the first unit point set
510, and FIG. 6B illustrates an example of additionally deter-
mining a second unit point set 640 adjacent to the first unit
point set 520.

Referring to FIG. 6A, the apparatus 100 may identify a
point set adjacent to the first unit point set 510, and may
determine an area 630 represented with respect to the second
unit point set 620 in the identified adjacent point set.

For example, the apparatus 100 may perform the super-
resolution operation with respect to the area 630 identified
through at least one foreground point and included in the first
unit point set 510 and the adjacent second unit point set 620
additionally determined.

Inparticular, the area 630 identified through the at least one
foreground point may be provided in a form of a right triangle,
as shownin FIGS. 6 A and 6B, however, the present disclosure
is not limited thereto.
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The apparatus 100 may determine the area 630 identified as
foreground points included in the first unit point set 510 and
the second unit point set 620 to be the super-resolution per-
formance area.

Depending on embodiments, a hypotenuse of a right tri-
angle identifying the area 630 may be determined to be pro-
vided in a shape of a curve to which a weight of a value of z
is applied, as opposed to a straight line.

Similarly, referring to FIG. 6B, the apparatus 100 may
identify a point set adjacent to the first unit point set 520, and
may determine an area 650 provided in a form of a right
triangle and represented with respect to the second unit point
set 640 in the identified adjacent point set.

In other words, the apparatus 100 may determine the area
650 identified as foreground points included in the first unit
point set 520 and the second unit point set 640 to be the
super-resolution performance area.

Depending on embodiments, a hypotenuse of the right
triangle which identifies the area 650 may be determined to be
provided in a shape of a curve to which a weight of a value of
7 is applied, as opposed to a straight line.

However, the apparatus 100 may suspend a task for deter-
mining an adjacent point set when three background points
are included in the second unit point set additionally deter-
mined.

As shown in FIG. 7, a case in which three background
points are included in a first unit point set 710 may be clas-
sified as a case D.

With respect to the case D, the apparatus 100 may exclude
the first unit point set 710 from a super-resolution perfor-
mance area. Accordingly, the apparatus 100 may omit per-
forming of a super-resolution with respect to the first unit
point set 710.

In particular, with respect to the case A and the case D, the
apparatus 100 may choose between performing of the super-
resolution or omitting of the super-resolution, rather than
separately performing an additional task for determining the
super-resolution performance area.

In addition, with respect to the case B and the case C, the
apparatus 100 may determine the super-resolution perfor-
mance area, and may perform a more precise super-resolu-
tion.

That is, in the process of determining the super-resolution
performance area, the apparatus 100 may determine whether
the super-resolution performance area is to be extended, by
additionally determining a second unit point set adjacent to
the first unit point set.

When the super-resolution performance area is determined
to be expandable by the additionally determined second unit
point set, a section identified as the second unit point set may
be added to the super-resolution performance area.

The apparatus 100 may determine a density of a pixel to be
inserted, in a form in which a weight is assigned to a differ-
ence in a value of z, in the determined super-resolution per-
formance area.

The apparatus 100 may perform a weighted super-resolu-
tion, by a process of inserting a number of pixels proportional
to a difference in a maximum value of the value of z in the
determined super-resolution performance area.

By performing a sufficient super-resolution with respect to
a surface of an object inclined in a z direction, generation of
holes in a 3D image to be reconstructed may be prevented.

FIG. 8 illustrates a method of reconstructing a super-reso-
Iution 3D image, according to example embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 8, in operation 810, a point determined to
be an error point may be relocated in a depth image.
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For example, in order to relocate the error point in the depth
image, a point may be determined to be the error point when
a difference between a depth value of the point and a depth
value of a pixel in a predetermined section of the depth image
is greater than or equal to a predetermined threshold value.

In addition, one of a foreground point set and a background
point set may be identified as a point set adjacent to the error
point.

The error point may be relocated to the identified adjacent
point set.

In operation 820, a 3D image may be reconstructed by
performing a super-resolution with respect to the depth image
in which the error point is relocated.

In order to reconstruct the 3D image by performing the
super-resolution with respect to the depth image, the super-
resolution may be performed with respect to different points,
based on depth values of the different points of the depth
image.

In addition, a first unit point set included in the depth image
and arranged in a form of a lattice in the depth image may be
determined.

Further, when only foreground points or only background
points are included in the determined first unit point set, the
super-resolution may be performed with respect to a section
of the depth image identified as the first unit point set.

When a background point and a plurality of foreground
points are included in the determined first unit point set, an
adjacent second unit point set may be additionally deter-
mined.

In addition, the super-resolution may be performed with
respectto a portion of the section of the depth image identified
as the first unit point set, and the adjacent second unit point set
additionally determined.

The method according to the above-described embodi-
ments may be recorded in non-transitory computer-readable
media including program instructions to implement various
operations embodied by a computer. The media may also
include, alone or in combination with the program instruc-
tions, data files, data structures, and the like. Examples of
non-transitory computer-readable media include magnetic
media such as hard disks, floppy disks, and magnetic tape;
optical media such as CD ROM discs and DVDs; magneto-
optical media such as optical discs; and hardware devices that
are specially configured to store and perform program
instructions, such as read-only memory (ROM), random
access memory (RAM), flash memory, and the like.
Examples of program instructions include both machine
code, such as produced by a compiler, and files containing
higher level code that may be executed by the computer using
an interpreter. The described hardware devices may be con-
figured to act as one or more software modules in order to
perform the operations of the above-described embodiments,
or vice versa.

Although embodiments have been shown and described, it
would be appreciated by those skilled in the art that changes
may be made in these embodiments without departing from
the principles and spirit of the disclosure, the scope of which
is defined by the claims and their equivalents. For example,
suitable results may be achieved if the described techniques
are performed in a different order and/or if components in a
described system, architecture, device, or circuit are com-
bined in a different manner and/or replaced or supplemented
by other components or their equivalents.

Accordingly, other implementations are within the scope
of' the following claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for reconstructing an image, the apparatus
comprising:

an error point relocation processing unit configured to relo-

cate an error point in a depth image; and

a super-resolution processing unit configured to recon-

struct a three-dimensional (3D) image by performing a
super-resolution operation with respect to the depth
image in which the error point is relocated

wherein the error point relocation processing unit identifies

one of a foreground point set and a background point set
as a point set adjacent to the error point, and relocates the
error point to the identified adjacent point set.

2. An apparatus for reconstructing an image, the apparatus
comprising:

an error point relocation processing unit configured to relo-

cate an error point in a depth image; and

a super-resolution processing unit configured to recon-

struct a three-dimensional (3D) image by performing a
super-resolution operation with respect to the depth
image in which the error point is relocated

wherein the error point relocation processing unit relocates

an error point positioned within a predetermined dis-
tance from an object boundary within the depth image
wherein the error point relocation processing unit deter-
mines a point to be the error point when a difference
between a depth value of the point and a depth value of
a pixel in a predetermined section of the depth image is
greater than or equal to a predetermined threshold value.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the super-resolution
processing unit performs a super-resolution operation with
respect to different points, based on depth values of the dif-
ferent points in the depth image.

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the super-resolution
processing unit performs the super-resolution operation, by
adjusting a number of pixels to be inserted between two-
dimensional (2D) coordinates of the different points, based
on the depth values.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the super-resolution
processing unit determines a first unit point set included in the
depth image and arranged within the depth image.

6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the super-resolution
processing unit determines the first unit point set comprising
at least one point among foreground points and background
points arranged in the depth image.

7. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the super-resolution
processing unit performs a super-resolution operation with
respect to a section of the depth image to be identified as the
first unit point set when only the foreground points or only the
background points are included in the determined first unit
point set.

8. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the super-resolution
processing unit additionally determines an adjacent second
unit point set when a background point and a plurality of
foreground points are included in the determined first unit
point set.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the super-resolution
processing unit performs a super-resolution operation with
respect to a portion of the section in the depth image to be
identified as the first unit point set, and the adjacent second
unit point set additionally determined.

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the super-resolution
processing unit performs a super-resolution with respect to an
area identified through at least one foreground point and
included in the first unit point set and the second unit point set
additionally determined.
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11. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the super-resolution
processing unit omits performing of a super-resolution opera-
tion with respect to a section of the depth image to be identi-
fied as the first unit point set when a single foreground point
is included in the determined first unit point set.

12. A method of reconstructing an image, the method com-
prising:

relocating, by a processor, an error point in a depth image;

and

reconstructing a 3D image by performing a super-resolu-

tion operation with respect to the depth image in which
the error point is relocated

wherein the relocating comprises identifying one of a fore-

ground point set and a background point set as a point set
adjacent to the error point; and

relocating the error point to the identified adjacent point

set.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the relocating com-
prises:

determining a point to be the error point when a difference

between a depth value of the point and a depth value of
a pixel in a predetermined section of the depth image is
greater than or equal to a predetermined threshold value.

14. The method of claim 12, wherein the reconstructing
comprises performing a super-resolution operation with
respect to different points, based on depth values of the dif-
ferent points in the depth image.

15. A method of reconstructing an image, the method com-
prising:

relocating, by a processor, an error point in a depth image;

and

reconstructing a 3D image by performing a super-resolu-

tion operation with respect to the depth image in which
the error point is relocated

wherein the reconstructing comprises:

determining a first unit point set included in the depth

image and arranged within the depth image; and
performing a super-resolution operation with respect to a
section ofthe depth image to be identified as the first unit
point set when only the foreground points or only the
background points are included in the determined first
unit point set.
16. The method of claim 12, wherein the reconstructing
comprises:
determining a first unit point set included in the depth
image and arranged within the depth image;

additionally determining an adjacent second unit point set
when a background point and a plurality of foreground
points are included in the determined first unit point set;
and

performing a super-resolution with respect to a portion of

the section in the depth image to be identified as the first
unit point set, and the adjacent second unit point set
additionally determined.

17. A non-transitory computer-readable medium compris-
ing a program for instructing a computer to perform the
method of claim 12.

18. A method for image processing, the method compris-
ing:

relocating an identified error point in a depth image;

determining a super-resolution performance area of the

depth image; and

performing a super-resolution operation with respect to the

super-resolution performance area

wherein the relocating comprises identifying one of a fore-

ground point set and a background set as a point set
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adjacent to the error point, and relocating the error point
to the identified adjacent point set.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the determining com-
prises determining whether the super-resolution performance
area is to be extended.

20. The method of claim 18, wherein a point is identified as
the error point when a difference between a depth value of the
point and a depth value of a pixel in a predetermined section
of'the depth image is greater than or equal to a predetermined
threshold value.

21. The method of claim 19, wherein the super-resolution
performance area is extended by additionally determining a
second unit point set adjacent to a first unit point set.

#* #* #* #* #*
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